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Mr. McCarran, from the Committee on the Tudicigrys-submtitted 
the following Ws 


REPORT 


[To accompany S. 2770] 


The Committee on the Judiciary; to which was referred the bill 
(S. 2770) for the relief of Matheos Alafouzos, having considered the 
same, reports favorably thereon without amendment and recommends 
that the bill do pass. 

PURPOSE OF THE BILL 


The purpose of the bill is to provide for the admission into the 
United States of the husband of a United States citizen as a nonquota 
immigrant, which is the status normally enjoyed by the husbands of 
American citizens where marriage occurred prior to January 1, 1948. 


STATEMENT OF FACTS 


The beneficiary of the bill is a native and citizen of Greece who was 
married in November 1951 to Martha Vlahos, a native-born United 
States citizen and resident of Sparks, Nev. Miss Vlahos traveled to 
Greece in October 1951 for the purpose of marrying her fiancé and 
thereby conferring upon him. the benefit of a first preference under the 
quota for Greece. Miss Vlahos had spent a number of years in Greece 
where she grew up with the beneficiary of the bill and they became 
engaged during the war when both worked together against the enemy. 
At the time of their marriage the first preference portion of the Greek 
quota was open and it appeared that a visa would be readily available 
to the Senelslary of the bill. Following the marriage, Miss Vlahos 
immediately filed her petition for the issuance of a first. preference 
quota immigration visa to her husband. Under the law and regulation 
such petition, although executed before an American consul ‘abroad, 
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must be returned to the United States for prior approval by the Immi- 
gration and Naturalization Service. Under recent regulations, such 
petitions must be sent to the district office having jurisdiction over 
the place of residence of the petitioner. Therefore the petition had 
to be sent to the San Francisco office of the Immigration Service and 
processed in that office. The petition was approved and forwarded 
to the State Department for transmittal to the American consul in 
Athens. Because of the lapse of time between the filing of the petition 
with the American consul in Athens and the final approval of the 
petition in this country, the first preference portion of the Greek 
quota became oversubscribed. It appears that everything possible 
was done to follow out the required procedure in this type of case. 
The committee is of the opinion that neither the petitioner nor the 
beneficiary of the bill should be denied relief because of an unfortunate 
circumstance. 

The committee, after consideration of all the facts in the case, is 
of the opinion that the bill (S. 2770) should be enacted. 
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